THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 1973 l 


Mrs. Mitchell Asserts That She Plans to Stand 


SAN CLEMENT E r Calif,, Aug! Mr - Mitchell has' been charg- 
27 (UPI) — Mrs. John M> Mit- ed with obstruction of justice 


chell said today that her bus- 
bad was “broken up” over the 
Watergate affair and they were 
no longer talking to each oth- 
er, but that she planned to 
stand by him at least until all 
charges were resolved. 

In a telephone call from New 
York City, Mrs. Mitchell said 
that her husband, the for- 
mer Attorney General who had 
been President Nixon's cam- 
paign manager, was in a state 
of depression as a result of the 
Watergate scandal and related 
allegations against him. 

She said that she and Mr. 
[Itch el l were still living to- 
other, but “I don't talk to him 
lymore — I can’t get through 
him” 

| “He never moves, he won't 
see our friends, he's broken 
dp,” Mrs. Mitchel said. 

“That's what the doctors say, 
He's remote. He’s been taken. 
He took a tremendous loss. 
Nixon cut him off and his law 
firm has been miserable to him. 
He stays in the apartment 24 
hours a day.” 


and lying to a grand jury in 
connection with a $200,000 cas 
contribution from Robert L. 
Vesco, a New Jrsey financier, 
solicited while Mr. Vesco was 
investigation for “looting” mil- 
lions of dollars from four mu- 
tual funds. Mr. Mitchell and 
Maurice H. Stand, a former 
Secretary of Commerce, anoth* 
er defendant in the case, are 
scheduled to go on trial Sept. 
1 1 in New York, 

Statements Disputed 

Mrs. Mitchell, in telephone 
calls on Thursday and Friday, 
also disputed statements by her 
husband and the President that 
they had little contact during 
the summer of 1972 and the 
President was never told about 
the Watergage cover-up that 
was building during at the time 
Mr. Nixon, she said, talked to 
her husband frequently and 
knew about “the whole god- 
damn thing,” 

Mrs, Mitchell said today that 
she had been consulting a law- 
yer but gave no indication that 


she p lanned to seek a separa- 
tion. Yesterday, a friend of 
Mrs. Mitchell was quoted as 
saying Mrs. Mitchell planned to 
leave h£r husband. 

"I have to hold up until 
John is convicted or disbarred 
or cleared,” Mrs, Mitchell said 
today. “I'm not going to do 
anything against my husband. 
I lived 17 years with him. I 
don't believe there are many 
women in the country who 
have been so faithful. 

I Jove him very much. He 
loves me because I've stood up 
lor him. But he is defending 
he President who planned the 
hole goddamned thing. I'm 
Iking to you in front of God.” 
In his appearance before the 
Senate committee investigating 


resident to ask— he k new all 
§ bout it.” 

, Mrs. Mitchel] repeated a 
Etaement that before her hus- 
band became 1972 campaign 
manager he was given a lea-, 
'ther bound two-inch thick book 
marked “eyes only” which con- 
tained campaign strategy, 
j . “I saw the book in my house, 
..fshe said, “John was sitting in 
his chair reading it. He said to 
,me, ‘Boy, they really have got 
| good plan for surveillance.' 

“Ms sajd> ; it was foolproof. 
God, I wish I had "taped it all 
down.” 

In her call Mrs. Mitchell 
sharply criticized the President, 

| “He bleeds people,” she said 
'He draw every drop of blood 


re-election. 

| As to why her husbandsaid 
fiat Mr. Nixon never asked him 
anything about the Watergate 
break-in, Mrs. Mitchell said, 
tfThere was no reason for the 


Watergate, Mr. Mitchell testi- lTl & then drops them from a 
fied that he had not told the 1 Hiff. He’ll blame any person 
President of the cover-up be-f 16 can put his foot on. I've 
cause he feared it might jeop- ghever seen anything like it in 
ardize Mr. Nixon’s chances ofghistQry. We need a new gov- 


Jrnment. 1 

Asked wht had happened to 
the “campaign strategy” book, 
Mrs. Mi t heel 1 said, “The whole 
damn thing has been shredded 
to bits— are you kidding?” 


by Her Husband 


At the Western White House, 
a Presidential spokesman, Ger- 
ald L. Warren, denied the state- 
ment by Mrs. Mitchell and said 
the President stood by his state- 
ment that he had not had any- 
gtmg to do in the planning of 
f$ 1972 campaign. 

I know in the checking l 
nave done, there w,as no such 
book,” Mr. Warren said. “Obvi- 
ously, there was campaign in- 
formation compiled by the Com- 
mittee to Re-Elect the Presi- 
dent. There very well may have 
been a collection of informa- 
tion. I should not go further 
into these matters that the Sen- 
ate Watergane Committee will 
cok into.” 


said he saw Mr. Mitchell last 
week. 

£ He came out to my house 
for dinner and put up with my 
six kids and that takes a spirite 
man. He enjoyed himself, he 
was even playing with them* 
said Mr. Hundley, 

Other friends and legal ad- 
visers to Mr. ’Mitchell, said he- 
appeared his usual self and they, 
i- detected no signs of a breakr 
t- down, 

“He knows how much trouble, 
he’s in, but he hasn’t by any, 
means given up the fight” said, 
one friend. 


‘Bearing Up Wet! 

In New York, lawyers for 
Mr, Mitchell said today that 
although the former Attorney 
General was undergoing consid- 
erable strain, he had not gone 
into seclusion and appeared to 
be “bearing up quite well under! 
he circumstances.” . 

Mr. Mitchell’s top Washing-' 
:on lawyer, William Hundley, 1 


